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Introduction 

IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia, WZR SRZeUfXl cRXQWUieV Rf Whe Middle EaVW, haYe beeQ biWWeU              

UiYalV ZiWh QR diSlRmaWic UelaWiRQV eYeU ViQce Whe SecRQd WRUld WaU aQd Whe eQd Rf Whe                

cRlRQial UXle iQ Whe Middle EaVW, Qamel\, Whe IUaQiaQ ReYRlXWiRQ iQ 1979. The maiQ caXVe Rf                

WheiU diVSXWe aUiVeV fURm WheiU diffeUeQW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf Whe IVlamic WheRlRg\ ZheUe SaXdi             

AUabia iV mRVWl\ SXQQi IVlamic aQd IUaQ iV mRVWl\ ShiiWe IVlamic. IQVWead Rf fighWiQg diUecWl\               

agaiQVW each RWheU, Whe WZR cRXQWUieV haYe beeQ iQYRlYed iQ cRQflicWV iQ RWheU SWaWeV, UeVXlWiQg               

iQ cRQflicWV iQ IUaQ, S\Uia, LebaQRQ, aQd YemeQ.  

Definition of Ke\ Terms 

Pro[\ war 

A ZaU iQVWigaWed b\ a majRU SRZeU Zhich dReV QRW iWVelf becRme iQYRlYed bXW iQVWead               

Whe RSSRViWe VideV XVe WhiUd SaUWieV aV VXbVWiWXWeV fRU diUecWl\ baWWliQg each RWheU.  

Sunni Islam 

MembeU Rf RQe Rf Whe WZR majRU bUaQcheV Rf IVlam. SXQQiV aUe fUeTXeQWl\ deVcUibed              

aV RUWhRdR[ MXVlimV ZiWh diffeUeQW WUadiWiRQV ZiWhiQ Whe SXQQi bUaQch Rf IVlam. FURm Whe Wime               

ZheQ Whe deaWh Rf MXhammad, WheUe haV beeQ iQcUeaViQg cRQflicW beWZeeQ Whe SXQQiV aQd              

Whe ShiiWeV, i.e. Whe RWheU majRU bUaQch Rf IVlam, eYeQ WhRXgh bRWh bUaQcheV VhaUe a belief iQ                 

Whe WeachiQgV Rf Whe QXU¶aQ. A SXQQi MXVlim belieYeV WhaW Whe caliSh, Whe chief MXVlim UXleU,                
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AbX BakU ZaV Whe UighWfXl VXcceVVRU WR MXhammad afWeU hiV deaWh. SaXdi AUabia iV mRVWl\               

SXQQi. 

Shiite Islam 

SecRQd laUgeVW bUaQch Rf IVlam, Whe fiUVW RQe beiQg Whe SXQQi bUaQch, alVR kQRZQ aV               

Shia IVlam. CRQWUaU\ WR Whe SXQQi belief, a ShiiWe MXVlim belieYeV WhaW MRhammed¶V VRQ iQ               

laZ, Ali, ZaV hiV legiWimaWe VXcceVVRU aV Whe leadeU aQd SURSheW. SimilaU WR Whe fiUVW bUaQch Rf                 

IVlam, Whe ShiiWe bUaQch alVR haYe fXUWheU diYiViRQV. IUaQ iV mRVWl\ ShiiWe.  

Quran 

HRl\ bRRk Rf Whe IVlamic UeligiRQ alVR VSelled aV Whe QXU¶aQ aQd Whe KRUaQ.  

Shah 

TiWle Rf a UXleU Rf IUaQ iQ Whe SaVW. 

General Overview 

Histor\ of Iran-Saudi Arabia relations 

HiVWRU\ Sla\V a big URle iQ Whe IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia cRQflicW, Whe biggeVW SUR[\ ZaU iQ                 

Whe Middle EaVW. EaUl\ iQ Whe 19 Wh ceQWXU\ Whe OWWRmaQ EmSiUe, kQRZQ aV RQe Rf Whe VWURQgeVW                 

aQd lRQg-laVWiQg d\QaVWieV iQ ZRUld hiVWRU\, VWUeWched acURVV Whe Middle EaVW cRYeUiQg maQ\             

diffeUeQW WUibeV iQ Whe AUabiaQ PeQiQVXla. The OWWRmaQ EmSiUe eQWeUed Whe FiUVW WRUld WaU iQ               

OcWRbeU Rf 1914 RQ Whe Vide Rf Whe CeQWUal PRZeUV i.e., Whe AXVWUR-HXQgaUiaQ emSiUe,              

GeUmaQ\, BXlgaUia aQd Whe OWWRmaQ EmSiUe, aQd VhaSed Whe Za\ WRZaUdV BUiWiVh eQWU\ iQWR              

Whe Middle EaVW. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe diYiViRQ Rf Whe defeaWed OWWRmaQ EmSiUe begaQ               

amRQg Whe Allied PRZeUV, i.e., SeUbia, RXVVia, FUaQce, UQiWed KiQgdRm, IWal\, BelgiXm aQd             

Whe UQiWed SWaWeV. ThiV caXVed amSle URRm fRU Whe AUabiaQ WUibeV WR WheQ fighW amRQgVW               

WhemVelYeV WR cRQWURl SRZeU iQ Whe UegiRQ aQd UeViVW aQ\ fRUeigQ iQYadeUV. B\ 1932, aQ               

iQWeUiRU WUibe kQRZQ aV Al-SaXd (WUaQVlaWed aV Whe HRXVe Rf SaXd) cRQTXeUed mRVW Rf Whe               

AUabiaQ PeQiQVXla aQd RQ Whe 23 Ud Rf SeSWembeU SaXdi AUabia ZaV Rfficiall\ UecRgQi]ed. IQ              

1938, maVViYe Ril UeVeUYeV ZeUe diVcRYeUed iQ Ri\adh, Zhich iV Whe caSiWal Rf SaXdi AUabia.               

The mRQe\ made fURm Whe Ril made Whe mRQaUchV Uich aQd Whe\ ZeUe able WR fiQaQce Whe                 
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deYelRSmeQW Rf Whe kiQgdRm. ThiV SaYed Whe Za\ fRU Whe US-SaXdi AUabia alliaQce. DXUiQg              

WhiV Wime, SaXdi AUabia ZaV flRXUiVhiQg. 

IUaQ alVR had Ril UeVeUYeV bXW dXe WR cRQVWaQW fRUeigQ iQflXeQceV, VXch aV beiQg              

iQYaded b\ Whe RXVViaQV, Whe SRYieWV aQd Whe BUiWiVh ZaV cUeaWiQg SURblemV iQ Whe VXcceVV               

aQd SURVSeUiW\ Rf Whe QaWiRQ. BecaXVe Rf Whe AmeUicaQ VXSSRUW WR SaXdi AUabia, Whe US cRXld                

QRW diUecWl\ bX\ Ril fURm IUaQ. TheUefRUe iQ 1954, Whe US fXUWiYel\ VWaged a cRXS WR UemRYe                 

MRhammed MRVaddegh Whe (demRcUaWicall\ elecWed) SUime miQiVWeU aW Whe Wime. IQ hiV Slace,             

MRhammed MRVaddegh, Whe Shah Rf IUaQ ZaV aSSRiQWed aV Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiYe kiQg. He ZaV              

cRQVideUed WR be a ³SURgUeVViYe ZhR ZaQWed WR ZeVWeUQi]e aQd VecXlaUi]e hiV cRXQWU\´ ZhR              

deVSiVed Whe SRYieWV (RQ accRXQW Rf beiQg iQVXlWed b\ SWaliQ RQ RQe RccaViRQ). BXW VRRQ, hiV                

SURgUeVViYiVm mRUShed iQWR a fRUm Rf Velf-iQdXlgeQce iQ Zhich cRUUXSWiRQ aQd e[SlRiWaWiRQ            

became ZideVSUead aQd e[WeQViYe aQd Whe SAVAK, Whe fRUmeU IUaQiaQ VecUeW SRlice, VWaUWed             

WR WeUURUi]e ciWi]eQV. HRZeYeU, IUaQ¶V SURVSeUiW\ aQd ZealWh UemaiQed XQaffecWed dXUiQg WhiV            

Wime. 

Hostage Crisis of 1979 

DXUiQg Whe fRUeZRUd Rf a VXcceVVfXl UeYRlXWiRQ b\ Whe IVlamic fXQdameQWaliVWV agaiQVW            

Whe AmeUicaQ Shah Rf IUaQ, Whe US became aQ RbjecW Rf YiUXleQW cUiWiciVm aQd Whe US                

embaVV\ iQ TehUaQ ZaV WaUgeWed. OQ NRYembeU 4 Wh 1979, a gURXS Rf IUaQiaQ VWXdeQWV              

VWRUmed Whe embaVV\ aQd WRRk 66 AmeUicaQ hRVWageV UaQgiQg fURm Whe ChaUgp d¶ AffaiUeV WR               

Whe mRVW jXQiRU membeUV Rf Whe VWaff. The HRVWage CUiViV Rf 1979 UeVXlWed fRU Whe VWXdeQW                

UeYRlXWiRQaUieV WR bUeak WieV ZiWh IUaQ'V SaVW aQd affiUm aQ eQd WR AmeUicaQ iQWUXViRQ iQ iWV                

affaiUV. The IUaQiaQV held Whe AmeUicaQ diSlRmaWV hRVWage fRU 444 da\V aQd VeW Whem fUee RQ                

JaQXaU\ 21 VW 1981.  

The UeSeUcXVViRQV fURm Whe cUiViV VWill UeYeUbeUaWe iQ Whe cXUUeQW UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe             

UQiWed SWaWeV aQd IUaQ, addiQg ZeighW WR Whe belief Rf mRdeUaWeV Zhich iV WhaW Whe eYeQWV                

ZeUe aV highl\ deWUimeQWal WR IUaQ¶V VWaQdiQg QRW RQl\ ZiWh Whe UQiWed SWaWeV bXW iQ Whe ZideU                 

ZeVWeUQ ZRUld. The hRVWage cUiViV cRQWiQXeV WR affecW Whe UQiWed SWaWeV¶ SeUceSWiRQ Rf IUaQ, aV               

accRUdiQg WR AQWhRQ\ DZRUkiQ, aQ e[SeUW RQ US fRUeigQ SRlic\ aW Whe EXURSeaQ CRXQcil RQ               

FRUeigQ RelaWiRQV, ³TKH HPbaVV\ aQG KRVWaJH FULVLV RQ 1979 Oa\ aW WKH URRWV RI WKH               

ZLGHVSUHaG IHHOLQJ LQ WKH UQLWHG SWaWHV WKaW IUaQ LV a KRVWLOH aQG WKUHaWHQLQJ FRXQWU\ aQG WKaW                

GaWHV baFN WR WKH WLPH RI WKH IVOaPLF RHYROXWLRQ ´. 
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AV aQ effecW Rf Whe HRVWage CUiViV Rf 1979, mRQaUch\ ZaV RXVWed fURm IUaQ aQd               

UeSlaced b\ a gRYeUQmeQW WhaW Whe SeRSle ZeUe fRQd Rf, ZhR ZeUe IVlamic aQd led b\ Whe                 

cleUg\. ThiV ZaV a SURblem fRU SaXdi AUabia aV Whe QaWiRQ claimed WR be Whe leadeU Rf Whe                  

MXVlim WRUld.  

Gulf Cooperation Council  

A SUedRmiQaQWl\ SXQQi SaXdi AUabia VWaUWed feaUiQg WhaW a SUedRmiQaQWl\ ShiiWe IUaQ            

Zill WU\ WR e[SRUW WheiU UeYRlXWiRQ WR Whe KiQgdRm. AccRUdiQg WR a 1990 CIA UeSRUW, WheiU feaUV                 

ZeUe QRW YXlQeUable. TR VWRS Whe SURgUeVViRQ Rf Whe UaSidl\ VSUeadiQg IUaQiaQ beliefV, SaXdi              

AUabia fRUmed Whe GXlf CRRSeUaWiRQ CRXQcil, GCC, iQ 1981. The GCC iV aQ alliaQce beWZeeQ               

Whe US aQd Whe gXlf mRQaUchieV Zhich dReV QRW iQclXde IUaQ.  

The WeQViRQV VSike RZiQg WR Whe AmeUicaQ iQWeUfeUeQce, VSecificall\ ZiWh IUaT. WheQ            

fRUmeU SUeVideQW Rf IUaT, Saddam HXVVaiQ VeW RXW WR iQYade IUaQ iQ SeSWembeU 1990 WR gaiQ                

SRZeU aQd iQ addiWiRQ, IUaQiaQ Ril UeVeUYeV, SaXdi AUabia helSed IUaT b\ SURYidiQg HXVVaiQ              

Whe mRQe\, ZeaSRQV aQd lRgiVWical VXSSRUW he UeTXiUed. ThiV SUR[\ cRQflicW eQded iQ a              

VWalemaWe aW a hXmaQ cRVW Rf aW leaVW 1 milliRQ SeRSle dead.  

AfWeU UeceiYiQg helS fURm SaXdi AUabia, IUaT became Whe bXffeU VWaWe, a XVXall\ QeXWUal              

VWaWe l\iQg beWZeeQ WZR laUgeU UiYal SRZeUV. HRZeYeU WhiV chaQged iQ 2003, ZheQ Whe US               

RYeUWhUeZ Saddam HXVVaiQ. B\ dRiQg VR, a SRZeU YacXXm aQd a highl\ XQVWable cRXQWU\ WhaW               

ZaV dUiYeQ iQWR UebelliRQ ZaV cUeaWed. ThiV WUeQd Rf CiYil WaU cRQWiQXed iQWR 2011 ZheQ               

SUR-demRcUac\, aQWi-mRQaUch\ SURWeVWV bURke RXW iQ TXQiVia, MRURccR, S\Uia, Lib\a, Eg\SW           

aQd BahUaiQ. TheVe SURWeVWV ZeUe UefeUUed WR aV Whe AUab SSUiQgV.  

ThiV led WR Whe SUR[\ ZaUV ZRUVeQiQg Zhich, eYeQWXall\ UeVXlWed iQ VRme Rf Whe ZRUVW               

hXmaQiWaUiaQ cUiVeV Rf Whe 21 VW ceQWXU\. ThUee majRU ZaUV bURke RXW aQd fRXU failiQg VWaWeV,               

Lib\a, S\Uia, IUaT aQd YemeQ, emeUged aQd aQaUchical facWiRQV like He]bRllah, ISIS aQd al              

Qaeda aURVe.  

Regional conflicts 

AV meQWiRQed SUeYiRXVl\, Whe VWUXggle beWZeeQ IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia haV UeVXlWed iQ             
maQ\ UegiRQal cRQflicWV aQd ZaUV, Whe S\UiaQ ciYil ZaU iV bUiefl\ e[SlaiQed belRZ. HRZeYeU, fRU               
mRUe iQ deSWh e[SlaQaWiRQ fRU Whe maQ\ RWheU UegiRQal cRQflicWV, SleaVe UefeU WR ASSeQdi[              
I,J,K, aQd L WR fiQd XVefXl liQkV fRU fXUWheU iQfRUmaWiRQ Zhich e[SlaiQ Whe WRSicV cleaUl\. 

 

 
Research Report _ Page 4 Rf 23 

 



M�de�¿U��Áed¿NaÁ���¸¿I�Áeµ�aÁ���a�¿Sc����¿�f¿T�e¿HagÉe¿ÇÙÇÙ¿|¿XXX¿A��Éa�¿Se¸¸���ñ
 

S\rian Civil War 

IQVSiUed b\ Whe AUab SSUiQg SURWeVWV, iQ MaUch 2011, SUR-demRcUac\ SURWeVWV eUXSWed            
iQ DeUaa, a ciW\ iQ Whe VRXWh Rf S\Uia, aQd ZheQ Whe gRYeUQmeQW VWaUWed WR XVe daQgeURXV aQd                  
leWhal fRUce agaiQVW Whe demRQVWUaWiRQ iQ RUdeU WR diVVRlYe aQ\ fRUm Rf diVVeQW, SURWeVWV              
demaQdiQg fRU SUeVideQW BaVhaU AVVad WR UeVigQ eUXSWed QaWiRQZide. The VRcial XQUeVW RQl\             
iQWeQVified aQd Whe RSSRViWiRQ VXSSRUWeUV WRRk XS ZeaSRQV aW fiUVW WR defeQd WhemVelYeV bXW              
laWeU, WR Uid WheiU aUeaV Rf VecXUiW\ fRUceV. AVVad WheQ affiUmed WR ³FUXVK IRUHLJQ-baFNHG              
WHUURULVP´.  

CXUUeQWl\, Whe cRQflicW haV becRme mRUe WhaQ a baWWle beWZeeQ Whe SeRSle ZhR             
VXSSRUW aQd aUe agaiQVW AVVad aQd WheUe aUe maQ\ gURXSV aQd cRXQWUieV aURXQd Whe ZRUld               
WhaW aUe iQYRlYed, UeVXlWiQg iQ Whe cRmSle[iW\ Rf Whe iVVXe aQd caXViQg fRU Whe cRQflicW WR RQl\                 
SURlRQg.  

AV a UeVXlW Rf Whe ZaU, QRW RQl\ caXViQg mRUe WhaQ aSSUR[imaWel\ 500,000 deaWhV aQd               
miVViQg caVeV, aW leaVW 6.2 milliRQ S\UiaQV aUe diVSlaced aURXQd Whe cRXQWU\ aQd mRUe WhaQ 5                
milliRQ S\UiaQV haYe fled abURad. B\ FebUXaU\ 2019, aURXQd 13 milliRQ aQ eVWimaWiRQ Rf 13               
milliRQ SeRSle ZeUe iQ Qeed Rf hXmaQiWaUiaQ aVViVWaQce hRZeYeU, Whe SaUWieV aW ZaU haYe              
made Whe SURblemV mRUe cRmSle[ b\ UefXViQg aid ageQcieV acceVV WR maQ\ Rf Whe SeRSle iQ                
Qeed.  

Major Parties Involved 

Islamic Republic of Iran 

CRXQWU\ WhaW fRllRZV a ShiiWe WheRcUaWic Uegime aQd iV allegedl\ VeekiQg WR iQcUeaVe iWV              

iQflXeQce iQ Whe Middle EaVW WhURXgh iQVWigaWiQg mXlWiSle SUR[\ ZaUV ZiWh SaXdi AUabia.  

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

FRllRZV a SXQQi WheRcUaWic Uegime, accXVed Rf SXUVXiQg iQcUeaViQg iQflXeQce iQ Whe            

Middle EaVW WhURXgh iQVWigaWiQg mXlWiSle SUR[\ ZaUV ZiWh IUaQ. 

Republic of Iraq 

FRUmeU aggUeVVRU iQ Whe IUaQ-IUaT ZaU aQd Whe KXZaiW ZaU. The cRXQWU\ iV VXbjecW WR               

VigQificaQW ciYil XQUeVW beWZeeQ bRWh Rf Whe facWiRQV VXSSRUWed b\ IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia. 

While IUaT ZaV RSSRVed WR IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia ZheQ Saddam HXVVieQ ZaV iQ              

SRZeU, afWeU Whe US iQYaViRQ iQ 2003, IUaQ VRXghW alliaQce ZiWh IUaT aQd iV iQflXeQWial iQ Whe                 

gRYeUQmeQW Rf IUaT.  
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S\rian Arab Republic 

Allied ZiWh aQd VXSSRUWV IUaQ aQd Whe cRXQWU\ iV VXbjecW WR VigQificaQW ciYil XQUeVW. The               

RQgRiQg ciYil ZaU ViQce 2011 haV beeQ a VigQificaQW baWWlegURXQd fRU SaXdi AUabia aQd IUaQ.  

S\Uia haV alVR Sla\ed aQ imSRUWaQW URle hiVWRUicall\ fRU IUaQ WR aVVeUW iWV iQflXeQce. The               

ciYil ZaU WhUeaWeQed WhiV aQd WhXV cUeaWed aQ RSSRUWXQiW\ fRU SaXdi AUabia WR back Uebel               

miliWaQWV.  

United States of America 

Allied aQd VXSSRUWV SaXdi AUabia. SiQce SUeVideQW TUXmS Rf Whe UQiWed SWaWeV            

ZiWhdUeZ fURm Whe µJRiQW CRmSUeheQViYe PlaQ Rf AcWiRQ¶ (JCPOA) iQ Ma\ 2018 aQd iQVWead              

imSlemeQWed a SRlic\ Rf ma[imXm SUeVVXUe RQ IUaQ, Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ UQiWed SWaWeV aQd              

IUaQ haV RQl\ ZRUVeQed.  

NRW RQl\ haV Whe US SURYided maWeUial, lRgiVWical, miliWaU\, aQd VXUYeillaQce bXW iW iV              

alVR RSeQl\ hRVWile WR IUaQ Zhich ma\ SRVVibl\ lead WRZaUdV a cRQflicW WhaW mighW iQYRlYe Whe                

US aQd IUaQ. 

Russian Federation 

Allied ZiWh aQd VXSSRUWV IUaQ aQd S\Uia. HRZeYeU, RXVVia iV YieZed aV meddliQg ZiWh              

Whe Middle EaVW cRQflicWV WR VeUYe iWV RZQ SXUSRVe aQd beQefiWV. 

SXSSRUW fURm RXVVia WR SUeVideQW AVVad Rf S\Uia aV eVVeQWial WR Whe elimiQaWiRQ Rf              

e[WUemiVWV RSeUaWiQg iQ S\Uia, haV made Whe SRliWical ViWXaWiRQ iQ Whe Middle EaVW mRUe              

cRmSlicaWed. TR add, RXVVia, ZhR haV maiQWaiQed WieV ZiWh IUaQ fRU a lRQg Wime, haV SXUVXed                

clRVeU WieV WR SaXdi AUabia aQd iQ SeSWembeU 2016, Whe QaWiRQV haYe cRQdXcWed iQfRUmal WalkV               

abRXW cRRSeUaWiQg RQ Ril SURdXcWiRQ aV bRWh haYe beeQ heaYil\ affecWed b\ Whe cRllaSVe Rf Ril                

SUiceV. PUeVideQW Rf RXVVia, VladimiU PXWiQ UecRmmeQded aQ e[emSWiRQ fURm Ril SURdXcWiRQ            

caSSiQg fRU IUaQ, aV IUaQ¶V Ril RXWSXW haV iQcUeaVed VWeadil\ fRllRZiQg Whe lifWiQg Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal               

VaQcWiRQV iQ JaQXaU\ 2016. SaXdi AUabia RffeUed WR UedXce iWV Ril SURdXcWiRQ if IUaQ caSSed iWV                

RZQ RXWSXW b\ Whe eQd Rf 2016. 
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Timeline of Ke\ Events 

Date Description of Event 

October 1914 The OWWRmaQ EmSiUe eQWeUed Whe FiUVW WRUld WaU RQ Whe Vide Rf Whe             

CeQWUal PRZeUV, SaYiQg Whe Za\ WRZaUdV BUiWiVh eQWU\ iQWR Whe          

Middle EaVW. 

September 1932 SaXdi AUabia iV Rfficiall\ UecRgQi]ed. 

1938 Oil UeVeUYeV aUe diVcRYeUed iQ Ri\adh. 

August 1953 US VecUeWl\ VWageV a cRXS d¶pWaW WR UemRYe Whe SUime miQiVWeU,           

MRhammed MRVaddegh. 

Februar\ 1979 IUaQiaQ ReYRlXWiRQ ± KiQg Shah MRhammed Re]a PahlaYi, Whe Shah          

RU UXleU Rf IUaQ Rf Whe Wime, RYeUWhURZQ b\ ShiiWe MXVlim cleUicV iQ             

Ri\adh, aV deWeUmiQed WR e[SRUW WheiU IVlamic ReYRlXWiRQ.  

September 1980 ±   
August 1988 

IUaQ-IUaT WaU ± IUaQiaQV fXmed RYeU SaXdi AUabiaQ VXSSRUW fRU IUaT           

dXUiQg Whe ZaU, ZheUeiQ Baghdad, caSiWal Rf IUaT, XVeV chemical          

ZeaSRQV. 

Jul\ 1987 

  

RelaWiRQV beWZeeQ SaXdi AUabia aQd IUaQ ZeUe VWUaiQed WR a QeaU           

bUeakiQg SRiQW dXUiQg WhiV Wime, dXUiQg Whe Mecca claVheV ZheQ          

RYeU 400 SilgUimV, 275 IUaQiaQV, died dXUiQg claVheV iQ Mecca, alVR           

UefeUUed WR aV Whe MXVlim hRl\ ciW\. PURWeVWeUV WheQ WRRk Whe VWUeeWV            

Rf TeheUaQ, caSiWal Rf IUaQ, RccXSied Whe SaXdi AUabiaQ embaVV\          

aQd VeW fiUe WR Whe embaVV\ Rf KXZaiW.  

MRXVa¶ad al-Ghamdi, SaXdi AUabiaQ diSlRmaW, died iQ TeheUaQ Rf         

ZRXQdV ZheQ he fell RXW Rf aQ embaVV\ ZiQdRZ. Ri\adh accXVed           

TeheUaQ Rf dela\iQg WUaQVfeUV WR a hRVSiWal iQ SaXdi AUabia. 

December 1997 CURZQ PUiQce AbdXllah Rf SaXdi AUabia YiViWed IUaQ fRU aQ Islamic           
Summit, becRmiQg Whe higheVW-UaQkiQg SaXdi WR dR VR ViQce Whe          

IVlamic ReYRlXWiRQ. 
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Ma\ 1999 MRhammad KhaWami, IUaQiaQ SUeVideQW, YiViWed SaXdi AUabia, Whe        

fiUVW YiViW b\ aQ IUaQiaQ SUeVideQW ViQce Whe UeYRlXWiRQ. IUaQiaQ ShiiWe           

MXVlim cleUic, KhaWami ZRUked fRU UaSSURchemeQW ZiWh SaXdi AUabia         

afWeU ZiQQiQg hiV fiUVW elecWiRQ iQ 1997 ZiWh a laQdVlide YicWRU\. 

April 2001 SaXdi AUabia KiQg Fahd cRQgUaWXlaWed KhaWami RQ hiV elecWiRQ         

YicWRU\ iQdicaWiQg WhaW iW ZaV aQ ³eQdRUVemeQW Rf hiV UefRUmiVW          

SRlic\´. The WZR cRXQWUieV IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia Vealed beWWeU          

UelaWiRQV ZiWh a VecXUiW\ SacW iQ ASUil 2001.  

March 2003 The iQYaViRQ Rf US WhaW WRSSled Saddam HXVVeiQ, fRUmeU SUeVideQW          

Rf IUaT, emSRZeUed Whe cRXQWU\¶V ShiiWe majRUiW\ aQd UeVXlWed iQ a           

VhifW iQ iWV SRliWical aligQmeQW WRZaUdV IUaQ. 

IUaQ¶V QXcleaU eQeUg\ SURgUamme caXVed WeQViRQV ZiWh SaXdi        

AUabia WhaW TeheUaQ, XQdeU KhaWami¶V VXcceVVRU SUeVideQW       

MahmRXd AhmadiQejad, ZaV keeQ RQ dRmiQaWiQg Whe GXlf UegiRQ         

aQd bRRVWiQg iWV ShiiWe SRSXlaWiRQV.  

2011 AUab SSUiQg ReYRlXWiRQ ± SaXdi AUabia VeQW WURRSV WR helS BahUaiQ           

VeWWle maVV SUR-demRcUac\ SURWeVWV, feaUiQg WhaW mRVWl\ ShiiWe        

RSSRViWiRQ ZRXld aligQ ZiWh IUaQ. The WZR cRXQWUieV laWeU accXVed          

TeheUaQ Rf iQVWigaWiQg YiRleQce agaiQVW BahUaiQi SRlice. 

U.S diSlRmaWic cableV UeleaVed b\ ³WikiLeakV´ diVclRVed WR SaXdi         

AUabiaQ leadeUV, iQclXdiQg KiQg AbdXllah, SXVhiQg WaVhiQgWRQ WR        

Wake a VWURQg VWaQce agaiQVW IUaQ RYeU iWV QXcleaU SURgUamme,          

iQclXdiQg Whe SRWeQWial XVe Rf miliWaU\ fRUce. 

SaXdi AUabia accXVed VRme ShiiWe SRSXlaWiRQV iQ iWV EaVWeUQ         

PURYiQce iQclXdiQg NimU, Rf cRRSeUaWiQg ZiWh a fRUeigQ VWaWe, i.e.          

IUaQ, WR SURSagaWe diVVeQW, afWeU claVheV beWZeeQ SRlice aQd ShiiWeV. 

WaVhiQgWRQ Vaid iW had XQcRYeUed aQ IUaQiaQ SlRW WR aVVaVViQaWe Whe           

SaXdi AUabiaQ ambaVVadRU WR Whe UQiWed SWaWeV. Ri\adh Vaid Whe          

eYideQce ZaV RYeUZhelmiQg aQd ³TeheUaQ ZRXld Sa\ a SUice´. 
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2012 SaXdi AUabia becRmeV Whe maiQ VXSSRUWeU Rf UebelV fighWiQg WR          

WRSSle IUaQ¶V all\, SUeVideQW BaVhaU al-AVVad iQ S\Uia. Ri\adh         

accXVed AVVad Rf geQRcide aQd IUaQ Rf beiQg aQ ³RccXS\iQg          

SRZeU´. TeheUaQ accXVed Ri\adh Rf backiQg µWeUURUiVm¶. 

March 2015 SaXdi AUabia begiQV a miliWaU\ camSaigQ iQ YemeQ WR VWRS Whe           

HRXWhiV, allied WR IUaQ, fURm WakiQg SRZeU. Ri\adh accXVed IUaQ Rf           

XViQg Whe miliWaU\ WR VWage a µcRXS d¶pWaW¶. TeheUaQ alleged Ri\adh¶V           

aiUVWUikeV WaUgeWed ciYiliaQV. 

June 2015 IUaQ aQd Whe ZRUld¶V majRU SRZeUV, i.e., UQiWed SWaWeV, UQiWed          

KiQgdRm, RXVVia, FUaQce, ChiQa aQd GeUmaQ\, Ueach a deal RYeU          

IUaQ¶V QXcleaU SURgUam aQd SaXdi AUabiaQ RfficialV SXblicl\ eQdRUVe         

Whe deal deVSiWe SaVW UeVeUYaWiRQV. 

September 2015 AW leaVW 2000 SeRSle aUe killed dXUiQg a VWamSede iQ MiQa, Mecca.            

TehUaQ accXVeV Ri\adh Rf miVmaQagemeQW aQd WhUeaWeQV legal        

acWiRQ. 

Januar\ 2016 SaXdi AUabia e[ecXWeV Sheik NimU al NimU ZhR ZaV a SURmiQeQW           

ShiiWe leadeU ZhR VXSSRUWed aQWi-gRYeUQmeQW demRQVWUaWiRQV. ThiV       

SURmSWed SURWeVWV fURm ShiiWeV iQ IUaQ, IUaT, BahUaiQ, TXUke\,         

PakiVWaQ, IQdia, LebaQRQ aQd YemeQ. DXe WR WhiV, IUaQiaQ SURWeVWeUV          

bXUQ a SaUW Rf Whe SaXdi AUabiaQ embaVV\ iQ TehUaQ.  

FRllRZiQg Whe SURWeVWV aQd YiRleQce aW Whe SaXdi AUabiaQ embaVV\,          

SaXdi AUabia, SXdaQ aQd BahUaiQ VeYeU diSlRmaWic WieV aQd Whe          

UAE dRZQgUadeV iWV UelaWiRQV ZiWh IUaQ. All membeUV Rf Whe AUab           

LeagXe, e[ceSW LebaQRQ, iVVXe a VWaWemeQW cRQdemQiQg Whe        

aWWackV. 

October 2016 SaXdi AUabiaQ-led cRaliWiRQ bRmb VWUikeV kill 155 SeRSle iQ SaQa¶a,          

Whe caSiWal Rf YemeQ. 

Ma\ 2017 MiVVileV laXQched b\ IUaQiaQ VXSSRUWed HRXWhi UebelV fURm YemeQ         

iQWR SaXdi AUabiaQ WeUUiWRU\ allegedl\ WaUgeWed a miVVile iQ Ri\adh. 
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June 2017 Ri\adh aQd RWheU SXQQi allieV bUeak Rff diSlRmaWic UelaWiRQV ZiWh          

QaWaU claimiQg DRha, QaWaU¶V caSiWal, Rf VXSSRUWiQg IUaQ. TheVe         

allegaWiRQV ZeUe deQied b\ bRWh IUaQ aQd QaWaU bXW VWill iQcUeaVed           

WeQViRQ.  

4 November 2017 HRXWhi UebelV iQ YemeQ fiUe URckeWV aW Ri\adh. The aWWack iV           

SUeYeQWed b\ SaXdi AUabia¶V miVVile Vhield. PUime miQiVWeU Rf         

LebaQRQ Saad HaUiUi, VXSSRUWed b\ SaXdi AUabia, aQQRXQced hiV         

UeVigQaWiRQ dXUiQg a bURadcaVW fURm Ri\adh aQd blameV IUaQ¶V         

clXWch RQ Whe cRXQWU\. IUaQ belieYeV Whe HaUiUi ZaV fRUced WR UeVigQ            

aQd alVR claimV he iV beiQg held agaiQVW hiV Zill aQd SaXdi AUabia iV              

XViQg him aV a SaZQ iQ Whe cRQflicW. 

6 November 2017 SaXdi AUabia accXVeV IUaQ Rf ³a blaWaQW acW Rf miliWaU\ aggUeVViRQ´           

aQd allegeV WhaW Whe miVVileV WhaW ZeUe fiUed aW Ri\adh b\ HRXWhi            

miliWiaV iQ YemeQ RUigiQaWed iQ IUaQ. The claimV aUe deQied b\           

TehUaQ. Ri\adh WighWeQV Whe blRckade iQ YemeQ. 

OfficialV Rf YemeQ allege WhaW WheiU SUeVideQW, Abed RabbR,         

MaQVRXU Hadi, ZaV baUUed fURm leaYiQg Ri\adh aQd iW ZaV SRVVibl\           

aV SaUW Rf a feXd ZiWh Whe UAE. 

8 November 2017 The US giYeV iWV VXSSRUW WR SaXdi AUabia aQd Nikki Hale\,           

ambaVVadRU WR Whe UN callV fRU Whe UQ WR ³KROG WKH IUaQLaQ UHJLPH             

aFFRXQWabOH´ fRU allegedl\ SURYidiQg ZeaSRQV WR Whe HRXWhiV. The         

UN ZaUQV Whe WighWeQed blRckage RQ YemeQ cRXld caXVe ³WKH          

OaUJHVW IaPLQH WKH ZRUOG KaV VHHQ IRU PaQ\ GHFaGHV ZLWK PLOOLRQV RI            

YLFWLPV´. 

9 November 2017 PUeVideQW Rf FUaQce, EmmaQXel MacURQ aQQRXQced WhaW he ZRXld         

WUaYel WR Ri\adh WR meeW SaXdi AUabiaQ RfficialV. He Vaid he ZaQWed            

WR meeW Whe cURZQ SUiQce, MRhammad biQ SalmaQ, WR diVcXVV          

UegiRQal VWabiliW\. 

The SaXdi PUeVV AgeQc\ UeSRUWV WhaW SaXdi AUabiaQ QaWiRQalV aUe          

beiQg WRld WR leaYe LebaQRQ immediaWel\.  
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10 November 2017 PUeVideQW Rf LebaQRQ, Michel ARXQ, WRld a SaXdi AUabiaQ Rfficial          

WhaW HaUiUi¶V UeVigQaWiRQ iV QRW acceSWable. LebaQRQ¶V leadeU Rf         

He]bRllah Vaid WhaW ³SaXdi AUabia RfficialV haYe declaUed ZaU RQ          

LebaQRQ´. The SaXdi AUabiaQ led cRaliWiRQ UeRSeQV iWV laQd bRUdeU          

WR allRZ aid iQWR YemeQ bXW Whe SRUWV UemaiQ clRVed.  

2 December 2017 FRUmeU SUeVideQW Rf YemeQ, Ali AbdXllah Saleh, VXggeVWV a         

ZilliQgQeVV WR eQgage iQ Seace WalkV ZiWh SaXdi AUabia WR eQd Whe            

cRQflicW iQ a WeleYiVed VSeech. ThiV iV VeeQ aV a mRYe aimed aW             

µVide-liQiQg¶ HRXWhi UebelV. 

6 December 2017 Saleh iV aVVaVViQaWed b\ HRXWhi fighWeUV. 

Januar\ 2018 HRXWhi UebelV fiUe a miVVile WRZaUdV aQ aiUSRUW aW Whe SaXdi AUabiaQ            

bRUdeU. The defeQVe fRUceV UeSRUW WhaW Whe\ VhRW dRZQ Whe miVVile           

aQd QRW WhaW Whe aWWack demRQVWUaWeV Whe cRQWiQXed VXSSRUW Rf          

HRXWhiV b\ IUaQ. 

Februar\ 2018 SaXdi AUabia jRiQ fRUceV ZiWh Whe US, GUeaW BUiWaiQ aQd FUaQce WR            

VXSSRUW a UN dUafW UeVRlXWiRQ Zhich cRQdemQV IUaQ fRU iWV iQabiliW\ WR            

VWRS HRXWhi UebelV fURm gaiQiQg acceVV WR balliVWicV.  

5 March 2018 PUiQce MRhammad biQ SalmaQ Rf SaXdi AUabia WellV CBS WhaW SaXdi           

AUabia Zill deYelRS QXcleaU ZeaSRQV if IUaQ dReV. 

14 April 2018 IQdeSeQdeQW IVlam LeadeU, A\aWRllah KhameQei acccXVeV Whe US        

Rf XViQg mRQe\ fURm SaXdi AUabia WR aVViVW iQ Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe             

IVlamic SWaWe Rf IUaT aQd S\Uia (ISIS). 

9 Ma\ 2018 SaXdi AUabia VXSSRUWV US SUeVideQW TUXmS¶V deciViRQ WR ZiWhdUaZ         

fURm Whe IUaQ QXcleaU deal. IUaQ WakeV adYaQWage Rf Whe lifWed           

VaQcWiRQV iQ RUdeU WR deYelRS mRUe balliVWicV aQd VXSSRUW YaUiRXV          

RWheU WeUURUiVW miliWiaV iQclXdiQg Whe HRXWhiV. 

August 2018 US UeiQVWaWeV Whe VaQcWiRQV agaiQVW IUaQ. 
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October 2018 SaXdi AUabia killV SaXdi AUabiaQ jRXUQaliVW, Jamal KhaVhRggi aQd         

US SUeVideQW TUXmS UeaffiUmV WhaW Whe US Zill VWaQd b\ SaXdi           

AUabia aV aQ all\ agaiQVW IUaQ. 

5 August 2019 IUaQ Vei]eV fRUgeiQ Ril WaQkeU iQ Whe AUabiaQ GXlf aQd deWaiQed Whe            

VhiS¶V cUeZ. ThiV caSWXUe iV Whe WhiUd VXch Vei]XUe iQ RQe mRQWh aW             

Whe Wime Rf high WeQViRQV ZiWh Whe US, UAE aQd SaXdi AUabia. 

17 August 2019 DXUiQg WhiV mRQWh, SaXdi AUabiaQ KiQg SalmaQ e[SUeVVed ³e[WUeme         

iUUiWaWiRQ´ ZiWh Whe UAE Zhich ZaV hiV clRVeVW AUab SaUWQeU. The           

cRmmeQW aSSeaUV WR be eYideQce Rf a bUeak iQ WheiU alliaQce. 

15 September 2019 SaXdi AUabia chaUged WhaW IUaQ ZeaSRQV ZeUe XVed WR aWWack Whe           

kiQgdRm¶V Ril iQVWallaWiRQV aQd WhXV diVmiVViQg claimV Rf        

UeVSRQVibiliW\ b\ YemeQ¶V HRXWhi UebelV. 

15 September 2019 SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe Mike PRmSeR blamed IUaQ fRU aQ aWWack aW a            

SaXdi AUabiaQ Ril field. DURQe VWUikeV RQ cUXcial SaXdi AUabiaQ Ril           

faciliWieV diVUXSW aURXQd half Rf Whe kiQgdRm¶V Ril caSaciW\, 5% Rf Whe            

dail\ glRbal Ril VXSSl\. YemeQ¶V HRXWhi UebelV WRRk UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU          

Whe aWWackV bXW Whe\ aUe RfWeQ backed b\ IUaQ, TXeVWiRQiQg Whe           

UeliabiliW\. 

11 October 2019 AQ Ril WaQkeU belRQgiQg WR Whe NaWiRQal IUaQiaQ Oil CRmSaQ\ RU           

NIOC ZaV hiW aQd damaged b\ WZR miVVileV. 

11 October 2019 US VecUeWaU\ Rf DefeQce MaUk EVSeU Va\V he haV aXWhRUiVed Whe           

deSlR\meQW Rf addiWiRQal fRUceV VXch aV fighWeU jeWV aQd a defeQVe           

V\VWem. IW ZaV Vaid WhaW iW ZaV iQ UeVSRQVe WR Whe ³WhUeaWV iQ Whe              

UegiRQ´, amid effRUWV WR SURWecW Whe kiQgdRm fURm ³IUaQiaQ         

aggUeVViRQ´, UegaUdiQg Whe aWWack RQ SaXdi AUabia¶V Ril faciliWieV iQ          

SeSWembeU. 

30 October 2019 The Ri\adh AgUeemeQW, bURkeUed b\ SaXdi AUabia ZiWh VXSSRUW fURm          

Whe UAE, e[SecWed WR be VigQed iQ Whe QeaU fXWXUe. The agUeemeQW            

e[SaQdV Whe SRliWical iQflXeQce Rf VRXWheUQ VeceVViRQiVWV iQ UeWXUQ         
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fRU WheiU fRUceV UeWXUQiQg WR Whe UaQkV Rf Whe SaXdi-led cRaliWiRQ           

fighWiQg HRXWhi UebelV iQ YemeQ. 

31 October 2019 DeaWh WRll fURm Whe YemeQ ZaU haV hiW 100,00 ViQce 2015. The            

AUmed CRQflicW LRcaWiRQ aQd EYeQW DaWa RU ACLED, Vaid iQ a QeZ            

UeSRUW WhaW WhiV deaWh WRll iQclXdeV mRUe WhaQ 12,000 ciYiliaQV WhaW           

haYe beeQ killed iQ aWWackV WhaW diUecWl\ WaUgeWed ciYiliaQV. 

5 November 2019 YemeQ¶V iQWeUQaWiRQall\ UecRgQi]ed gRYeUQmeQW aQd UAE-backed      

SRZeU VhaUiQg deal WR halW iQfighWiQg. The agUeemeQW Zill UeVXlW iQ a            

gRYeUQmeQW UeVhXffle WR iQclXde Whe VeSaUaWiVWV ZiWh eTXal        

UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd WheiU aUmed fRUceV Zill be Slaced XQdeU         

gRYeUQmeQW cRQWURl. 

22 November 2019 The UQiWed NaWiRQV eQYR\ fRU YemeQ haV Vaid Whe mRmeQWXm WR           

eQd Whe cRXQWU\¶V deYaVWaWiQg 5 \eaU ZaU iV bXildiQg aQd SRiQWiQg WR            

a QeaUl\ 80% dURS iQ aiUVWUikeV QaWiRQZide iQ Whe laVW WZR ZeekV, a             

VWUeQgWheQed ceaVefiUe iQ Whe ke\ SRUW Rf HRdeida, aQd begiQQiQg Rf           

Whe kiQd Rf UelaWiRQVhiS Qeeded WR UeVWRUe Seace WR YemeQ. 

28 November 2019 The IQWeUQaWiRQal CRmmiWWee Rf Whe Red CURVV (ICRC) haV helSed          

UeSaWUiaWe 128 UebelV fURm SaXdi AUabia WR YemeQ.  

3 December 2019 IUaQ ackQRZledgeV fRU Whe fiUVW Wime WhaW iWV VecXUiW\ fRUceV VhRW aQd            

killed SURWeVWeUV acURVV Whe cRXQWU\ WR SXW dRZQ demRQVWUaWiRQV laVW          

mRQWh RYeU Whe VhaUSl\ VSikiQg SUice Rf gaVRliQe. IW iV Whe deadlieVW            

XQUeVW WR hiW IUaQ ViQce Whe WXUmRil Rf Whe 1979 IVlamic ReYRlXWiRQ. 

 

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

Ɣ UQiWed NaWiRQV SecXUiW\ CRXQcil UeVRlXWiRQ 552, 1 JXQe 1984, (S/RES/552(1984) 

Ɣ NRWe b\ Whe PUeVideQW Rf Whe SecXUiW\ CRXQcil, 2 JXQe 2016, (S/RES/2231) 

Ɣ SecXUiW\ CRXQcil PUeVV SWaWemeQW RQ TeUURUiVW AWWack iQ AhYa], IUaQ (SC/13523) 
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Ɣ SecXUiW\ CRXQcil PUeVV SWaWemeQW RQ TeUURUiVW AWWack iQ SiVWaQ-BalXcheVWaQ PURYiQce,          

IUaQ (SC/13703) 

Ɣ GeQeUal AVVembl\ RighW Rf ReSl\ FiUVW DeclaUaWiRQ, 28 SeSWembeU 2018, (GA/12071) 

Ɣ GeQeUal AVVembl\ RighW Rf ReSl\ SecRQd DeclaUaWiRQ, 1 OcWRbeU 2018, (GA12073) 

Ɣ UQiWed KiQgdRm Rf GUeaW BUiWaiQ aQd NRUWheUQ IUelaQd dUafW UeVRlXWiRQ, 26 FebUXaU\            

2018, (S/2018/156) 

Ɣ The SiWXaWiRQ iQ Middle EaVW IQclXdiQg Whe PaleVWiQiaQ QXeVWiRQ, 28 OcWRbeU 2019            

(S/PV.8648) 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

The iQYaViRQV Rf AfghaQiVWaQ aQd IUaT, led b\ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, WR UemRYe WeUURUiVWV              

aQd WheiU backeUV backfiUed aQd ZaV XQVXcceVVfXl becaXVe Whe UeVXlWiQg SRZeU YacXXmV            

ZeUe filled b\ UiYal dRmeVWic facWiRQV ZhR Veek WheiU RZQ iQWeUeVWV aQd make a gUab fRU                

SRZeU. TUaiQiQg aQd eTXiSSiQg Whe miliWaU\ ZhR aUe fighWiQg e[WUemiVWV haV QRW beeQ a              

VXcceVV eiWheU.  

The IVlamic MiliWaU\ AlliaQce WR FighW TeUURUiVm, IMAFT, ZaV fRUmed b\ SaXdi AUabia             

iQ DecembeU 2015 iQ RUdeU WR cRmbaW WeUURUiVm hRZeYeU, Whe cRaliWiRQ RQl\ iQYRlYeV             

SXQQi-dRmiQaWed gRYeUQmeQW SWaWeV.  

The fXWXUe Rf US SRlic\ iQ Whe Middle EaVW haV beeQ XQceUWaiQ eYeU ViQce Whe elecWiRQ                

Rf DRQald TUXmS iQ UQiWed SWaWeV iQ 2016 fURm bRWh IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia becaXVe bRWh                

ZeUe WaUgeWV Rf cUiWiciVm dXUiQg hiV camSaigQ. DXe WR WhiV, IUaQ feaUed Whe UeWXUQ Rf ecRQRmic                

iVRlaWiRQ WheUefRUe, made effRUWV WR eVWabliVh iQWeUQaWiRQal ecRQRmic SaUWiciSaWiRQ fRU US b\            

VigQiQg Ril dealV ZiWh WeVWeUQ cRmSaQieV befRUe he WRRk Rffice. The Ue-elecWiRQ Rf SUeVideQW              

HaVVaQ RRXhaQi iQ IUaQ ZaV VeeQ aV a SRSXlaU maQdaWe fRU libeUal UefRUmV iQ IUaQ. HRZeYeU,                

WhiV ZaV fRllRZed b\ TUXmS declaUiQg a VhifW iQ US fRUeigQ SRlic\ WRZaUd faYRUiQg SaXdi               

AUabia aW IUaQ¶V e[SeQVe.  

Possible Solutions 

AlWhRXgh Whe WZR cRXQWUieV¶ UelaWiRQV haYe VeeQ XSV aQd dRZQV fRllRZiQg Whe YicWRU\             

aQd VXcceVV Rf Whe IVlamic ReYRlXWiRQ aQd afWeU Whe fall Rf Whe gRYeUQmeQW Rf fRUmeU SUeVideQW                
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Rf IUaT, Saddam HXVVeiQ, a QeZ SUR[\ ZaU haV VWaUWed beWZeeQ IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia.               

HRZeYeU, WheUe aSSeaUV WR be SRVVible VRlXWiRQV ZheUeiQ Whe WeQViRQV beWZeeQ Whe WZR             

cRXQWUieV caQ be eaVed, WheUeb\ SRVVibl\ UeVRlYiQg Whe RWheU UegiRQal cUiVeV.  

The maiQ SRiQW fRU Whe maQagemeQW Rf Whe cXUUeQW cRQflicW iV WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe              

UealiWieV iQ Whe Middle EaVW UegiRQ aQd QRW WR e[SecW a UecXUUeQce Rf SaVW eYeQWV. IQ WeUmV Rf                  

Whe iVVXe iQ IUaT, iW VhRXld QRW be e[SecWed fRU Whe SaXdi AUabiaQ gRYeUQmeQW WR aQWiciSaWe fRU                 

IUaT WR alWeU iWV gRYeUQiQg V\VWemV WR ZheQ Saddam HXVVieQ ZaV gRYeUQiQg IUaT, aW Zhich               

SRiQW a SXQQi miQRUiW\ UXled RYeU a ShiiWe majRUiW\. The YieZSRiQW Zhich e[SecWV Whe IUaTi               

ShiiWeV WR RQce agaiQ acceSW Whe cRQdiWiRQV WhaW e[iVWed afWeU Whe iQdeSeQdeQce fURm GUeaW              

BUiWaiQ i.e. UeQeZed dRmiQaWiRQ Rf SXQQiV RYeU IUaT iV QRW a UealiVWic YieZSRiQW. TR add, Whe                

UighWV Rf Whe miQRUiW\ ShiiWeV iQ YemeQ haYe QRW beeQ UecRgQi]ed WheUefRUe, a UeVRlXWiRQ Rf               

Whe SRliWical cUiViV iQ Whe cRXQWU\ iV QRW e[SecWed eiWheU. 

The cRmSlicaWiRQV iQ YemeQ caQ be VRlYed WhURXgh VeUiRXV SRliWical QegRWiaWiRQV aV            

Zell aV UeVilieQce aQd fle[ibiliW\ Rf Whe WZR VideV. IQ Whe maWWeU Rf Whe cUiViV iQ S\Uia, iQ RUdeU WR                    

iQiWiaWe aQ\ SRVVible VRlXWiRQ(V), iW iV imSRUWaQW fRU SaXdi AUabia WR be aZaUe RU ackQRZledge               

Whe facW WhaW Whe cRXQWU\¶V SUeVideQW, BaVha AVVad iV Whe RQl\ SeUVRQ WhaW caQ maiQWaiQ               

S\Uia¶V VWaWe iQVWiWXWiRQV WR VWa\ XQiWed aQd iQWegUaWed. BaVed RQ WhiV, Ri\adh VhRXld             

UecRgQi]e Whe cRQVeTXeQWial chaRV aQd XQUeVW WhaW Zill RccXU if Ri\adh SeUViVWV RQ Whe fall Rf                

AVVad aQd/RU SURYideV e[WeQViYe aid WR Uadical RSSRQeQWV Rf Whe S\UaiQ gRYeUQmeQW. The             

RXWcRmeV Rf VXch meaVXUeV, fRU all UegiRQal SaUWieV iQclXdiQg SaXdi AUabia, Zill UeVXlW iQ              

mXch VXffeUiQg. IQ RUdeU WR SURdXcWiYel\ UeVRlYe Whe cRQflicWV, IUaQ Zill Qeed WR be RSeQ WR                

deYelRS RU eQcRXUage iWV (UegiRQal) allieV WR haYe clRVe WieV ZiWh SXQQi MXVlimV aV fRU               

e[amSle afWeU Whe fall Rf Saddam HXVVeiQ, cXUUeQWl\ Whe SXQQi SRSXlaWiRQ iQ IUaT SeUceiYe WR               

feel bR\cRWWed aQd iVRlaWed aQd deem WhaW Whe\ haYe beeQ e[clXded RU VideliQed b\ Whe               

gRYeUQmeQW Rf Whe ShiiWe majRUiW\. IQ RUdeU fRU WhiV idea WR SURgUeVV, RWheU SaUWieV VhRXld be                

RSeQ WR helSiQg Whe gRYeUQmeQW Rf IUaT. AW Whe Vame Wime, IUaQ ma\ Zell iQVSiUe ShiiWe SaUWieV                 

iQ IUaT WR UeVRlYe Whe SRliWical, iQfUaVWUXcWXUal aQd ecRQRmic iVVXeV iQ Whe UegiRQV dRmiQaWed              

b\ SXQQi SRSXlaWiRQV b\ deYelRSiQg a SRliWical Sackage. B\ dRiQg VR, Whe WUXVW beWZeeQ Whe               

SXQQi aQd ShiiWe MXVlimV iQ IUaT cRXld be gaiQed aQd Whe gaS WhaW e[iVWV beWZeeQ Whem cRXld                 

VhRUWeQ. TR add, aV fRU Whe deYelRSmeQWV iQ YemeQ, iW iV imSRUWaQW fRU Whe VRlXWiRQ WR haYe                 

mRUe bURad UegiRQal (aQd WUaQVUegiRQal) QegRWiaWiRQV, keeSiQg iQ miQd WhaW WZR SRiQWV VhRXld             

be ackQRZledged. FiUVWl\, Whe YemeQ cUiViV dReV QRW haYe a miliWaU\ VRlXWiRQ aQd VecRQdl\,              

Whe UighWV Rf Zaidi ShiiWeV (Zhich aUe RQe Rf Whe ShiiWe bUaQcheV,) caQQRW be igQRUed dXe WR                 

WheiU laUge SRSXlaWiRQ.  
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IQ WeUmV Rf Whe S\UiaQ cRQflicW, IUaQ caQ eQcRXUage Whe gRYeUQmeQW iQ S\Uia WR SaYe               

Whe Za\ fRU mRUe SaUWiciSaWiRQ Rf SXQQi SRliWical eliWeV, ZhR diVaSSURYe Rf aUmed aQd YiRleQW               

RSeUaWiRQV, iQ Whe SRliWical VWUXcWXUe iQ S\Uia. IQ geQeUal, UegiRQal cUiVeV iQ Whe Middle EaVW               

caQQRW be VRlYed ZiWhRXW cRRSeUaWiRQ aQd iQWeUacWiRQ beWZeeQ IUaQ aQd SaXdi AUabia. IQ Whe              

meaQWime, iW VeemV aV WhRXgh Whe cXUUeQW VWUaWegieV adRSWed b\ SaXdi AUabia iQ Whe UegiRQ               

haYe QRW beeQ VXcceVVfXl RU VXVWaiQable. 
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Appendices and Useful Links 

Appendi[ A 

 

FLJXUH 1 MaS VKRZFaVLQJ WKH HVWLPaWHG GLVWULbXWLRQ RI SXQQL MXVOLPV LQ WKH MLGGOH EaVW 
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Appendi[ B 

 

FLJXUH 2 MaS VKRZFaVLQJ WKH HVWLPaWHG GLVWULbXWLRQV RI SKLLWH RU SKLa MXVOLPV LQ WKH MLGGOH EaVW 
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Appendi[ C 

 

FLJXUH 3 MaS VKRZFaVLQJ WKH aOOLHV aQG HQHPLHV RI FRXQWULHV LQ WKH MLGGOH EaVW 
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Appendi[ D 

 

FLJXUH 4 IQIRJUaSKLF UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKH GLIIHUHQFHV LQ PLOLWaU\ bHWZHHQ WKH IUaQ aQG SaXGL AUabLa 

Appendi[ E 

UQiWed NaWiRQV. ³AW SecXUiW\ CRXQcil MeeWiQg RQ MaiQWaiQiQg IQWeUQaWiRQal Peace, SSeakeUV 

PURSRVe RegiRQal MechaQiVm WR FRVWeU DialRgXe, BXild TUXVW iQ Middle EaVW, NRUWh AfUica _ 

MeeWiQgV CRYeUage aQd PUeVV ReleaVeV.´ WZZ.UQ.OUJ , 2018, 

ZZZ.XQ.RUg/SUeVV/eQ/2018/Vc13392.dRc.hWm. ± IQfRUmaWiYe aUWicle fURm Whe UN UegaUdiQg Whe 

iVVXe. 

Appendi[ F 

VR[. ³The Middle EaVW¶V CRld WaU, E[SlaiQed.´ YRXTXbH , 2017, 

ZZZ.\RXWX.be/YeMFCF\OZFI.  - IQfRUmaWiYe YideR e[SlaiQiQg Whe iVVXe.  
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Appendi[ G 

SaXdi AUabia YV. IUaQ: The SXQQi-ShiiWe PUR[\ WaUV. ³SaXdi AUabia YV. IUaQ: The SXQQi-ShiiWe 

PUR[\ WaUV.´ YRXTXbH , 7 ASU. 2015, ZZZ.\RXWX.be/I7cdBjYd2BR .  - IQfRUmaWiYe YideR 

e[SlaiQiQg Whe iVVXe. 

Appendi[ H 

MaUcXV, JRQaWhaQ. ³Wh\ SaXdi AUabia aQd IUaQ AUe BiWWeU RiYalV.´ BBC NHZV, 18 NRY. 2017, 

ZZZ.bbc.cRm/QeZV/ZRUld-middle-eaVW-42008809 . ± IQfRUmaWiYe aUWicle ZiWh iQfRUmaWiRQ 

UegaUdiQg Whe iVVXe. 

Appendi[ I 

HiVWRU\.cRm EdiWRUV. ³IUaQ-IUaT WaU.´ HISTORY, 24 AXg. 2018, 

ZZZ.hiVWRU\.cRm/WRSicV/middle-eaVW/iUaQ-iUaT-ZaU. - AUWicle ZiWh iQ deSWh iQfRUmaWiRQ Rf Whe 

IUaQ-IUaT WaU. 

Appendi[ J 

MaUkV, JXlie. ³Wh\ IV TheUe a CiYil WaU iQ S\Uia?´ HISTORY, 18 SeSW. 2018, 

ZZZ.hiVWRU\.cRm/QeZV/V\Uia-ciYil-ZaU-aVVad-UebelV. - AUWicle ZiWh iQ deSWh iQfRUmaWiRQ Rf Whe 

S\UiaQ CiYil WaU. 

Appendi[ K 

IddRQ, PaXl. ³IQ A ThiUd LebaQRQ WaU, IVUael Will HaYe TR CRQWeQd WiWh IQcUeaViQgl\ LeWhal 

He]bRllah MiVVileV.´ FRUbHV, 2020, 

ZZZ.fRUbeV.cRm/ViWeV/SaXliddRQ/2020/06/27/iQ-a-WhiUd-lebaQRQ-ZaU-iVUael-Zill-haYe-WR-cRQWeQ

d-ZiWh-iQcUeaViQgl\-leWhal-he]bRllah-miVVileV/. - AUWicle ZiWh iQ deSWh iQfRUmaWiRQ Rf Whe 

LebaQRQ WaU. 

Appendi[ L 

AmQeVW\ IQWeUQaWiRQal. ³AmQeVW\ IQWeUQaWiRQal.´ APQHVW\.OUJ , 2019, 

ZZZ.amQeVW\.RUg/eQ/laWeVW/QeZV/2015/09/\emeQ-Whe-fRUgRWWeQ-ZaU/.  - AUWicle ZiWh iQ deSWh 

iQfRUmaWiRQ Rf Whe YemeQ WaU.  

  

 
Research Report _ Page 21 Rf 23 

 

http://www.youtu.be/I7cdBjYd2Bo
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42008809
http://www.history.com/topics/middle-east/iran-iraq-war
http://www.history.com/news/syria-civil-war-assad-rebels
http://www.forbes.com/sites/pauliddon/2020/06/27/in-a-third-lebanon-war-israel-will-have-to-contend-with-increasingly-lethal-hezbollah-missiles/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/pauliddon/2020/06/27/in-a-third-lebanon-war-israel-will-have-to-contend-with-increasingly-lethal-hezbollah-missiles/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/09/yemen-the-forgotten-war/


M�de�¿U��Áed¿NaÁ���¸¿I�Áeµ�aÁ���a�¿Sc����¿�f¿T�e¿HagÉe¿ÇÙÇÙ¿|¿XXX¿A��Éa�¿Se¸¸���ñ
 

Bibliograph\ 

GilchUiVW, AaURQ. ³MRdel UQiWed NaWiRQV IQWeUQaWiRQal SchRRl Rf The HagXe.´ XXVII AQQXaO 

SHVVLRQ RHVHaUFK RHSRUW _ PaJH , YRl. 1, 2017, S. 14, 

ZZZ.mXQiVh.Ql/SageV/dRZQlRadeU?cRde=VSc103&cRmcRde=VSc1&\eaU=2017 .  

heUmeVaXWR. ³TimeliQe: TURXbled HiVWRU\ Rf SaXdi AUabia-IUaQ RelaWiRQV.´ TKH SWUaLWV TLPHV, 

4 JaQ. 2016, 

ZZZ.VWUaiWVWimeV.cRm/ZRUld/middle-eaVW/WimeliQe-WURXbled-hiVWRU\-Rf-VaXdi-aUabia-iUaQ-UelaWiR

QV.  

HiVWRU\.cRm EdiWRUV. ³IUaQ HRVWage CUiViV.´ HISTORY, 4 OcW. 2018, 

ZZZ.hiVWRU\.cRm/WRSicV/middle-eaVW/iUaQ-hRVWage-cUiViV.  

MaUcXV, JRQaWhaQ. ³Wh\ SaXdi AUabia aQd IUaQ AUe BiWWeU RiYalV.´ BBC NHZV, 18 NRY. 2017, 

ZZZ.bbc.cRm/QeZV/ZRUld-middle-eaVW-42008809 .  

MeUUiam WebVWeU. ³DefiQiWiRQ Rf BUFFER STATE.´ MHUULaP-WHbVWHU.CRP, 2019, 

ZZZ.meUUiam-ZebVWeU.cRm/dicWiRQaU\/bXffeU%20VWaWe .  

NaWiRQal FRUeigQ AVVeVVmeQW CeQWUe. ³IUaQ: The Shia ReYRlXWiRQ aQd IUaQ¶V 

NeighbRUV.´ NaWLRQaO FRUHLJQ AVVHVVPHQW CHQWUH, 1979, 

ZZZ.cia.gRY/libUaU\/UeadiQgURRm/dRcV/CIA-RDP81B00401R000500100031-5.Sdf.  

Office Rf Whe HiVWRUiaQ. ³The IUaQiaQ HRVWage CUiViV  - ShRUW HiVWRU\            - DeSaUWmeQW 

HiVWRU\ - Office Rf Whe HiVWRUiaQ.´ SWaWH.GRY, 2019, 

ZZZ.hiVWRU\.VWaWe.gRY/deSaUWmeQWhiVWRU\/VhRUW-hiVWRU\/iUaQiaQcUiVeV.  

Peace, The OUgaQi]aWiRQ fRU WRUld. ³SaXdi AUabia-IUaQ PUR[\ WaU.´ TKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ IRU 

WRUOG PHaFH , 25 Feb. 2017, ZZZ.WheRZS.RUg/cUiViV_iQde[/VaXdi-aUabia-iUaQ-SUR[\-ZaU/.  

³PRVVible SRlXWiRQV WR IUaQ-SaXdi DiffeUeQceV.´ WZZ.IUaQUHYLHZ.OUJ , 

ZZZ.iUaQUeYieZ.RUg/cRQWeQW/DRcXmeQWV/PRVVible-SRlXWiRQV-WR-IUaQ-SaXdi-DiffeUeQceV.hWm.  

³PROXY WAR _ MeaQiQg iQ Whe CambUidge EQgliVh DicWiRQaU\.´ DLFWLRQaU\.CaPbULGJH.OUJ , 

ZZZ.dicWiRQaU\.cambUidge.RUg/dicWiRQaU\/eQgliVh/SUR[\-ZaU.  

 
Research Report _ Page 22 Rf 23 

 

http://www.munish.nl/pages/downloader?code=spc103&comcode=spc1&year=2017
http://www.straitstimes.com/world/middle-east/timeline-troubled-history-of-saudi-arabia-iran-relations
http://www.straitstimes.com/world/middle-east/timeline-troubled-history-of-saudi-arabia-iran-relations
http://www.history.com/topics/middle-east/iran-hostage-crisis
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42008809
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/buffer%20state
http://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP81B00401R000500100031-5.pdf
http://www.history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/iraniancrises
http://www.theowp.org/crisis_index/saudi-arabia-iran-proxy-war/
http://www.iranreview.org/content/Documents/Possible-Solutions-to-Iran-Saudi-Differences.htm
http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/proxy-war


M�de�¿U��Áed¿NaÁ���¸¿I�Áeµ�aÁ���a�¿Sc����¿�f¿T�e¿HagÉe¿ÇÙÇÙ¿|¿XXX¿A��Éa�¿Se¸¸���ñ
 

SecXUiW\ CRXQcil ReSRUW. ³UN DRcXmeQWV : SecXUiW\ CRXQcil 

ReSRUW.´ WZZ.SHFXULW\FRXQFLOUHSRUW.OUJ , ZZZ.VecXUiW\cRXQcilUeSRUW.RUg/XQ-dRcXmeQWV.  

³Shah _ MeaQiQg iQ Whe CambUidge EQgliVh DicWiRQaU\.´ DLFWLRQaU\.CaPbULGJH.OUJ , 

ZZZ.dicWiRQaU\.cambUidge.RUg/dicWiRQaU\/eQgliVh/Vhah .  

SheWh, BiQaWi. ³The IUaQ-SaXdi AUabia PUR[\ CRQflicW: The Middle EaVWeUQ CRld WaU ThaW¶V 

BeiQg FRXghW fRU IVlamic«.´ MHGLXP, 18 AXg. 2019, 

ZZZ.mediXm.cRm/@biQaWi.VheWh/Whe-iUaQ-VaXdi-aUabia-SUR[\-cRQflicW-Whe-middle-eaVWeUQ-cRld

-ZaU-WhaWV-beiQg-fRXghW-fRU-iVlamic-703ee9c747b4 .  

³ShiiWe - DicWiRQaU\ DefiQiWiRQ.´ VRFabXOaU\.CRP, ZZZ.YRcabXlaU\.cRm/dicWiRQaU\/ShiiWe .  

³SXQQi - DicWiRQaU\ DefiQiWiRQ.´ VRFabXOaU\.CRP, 2019, 

ZZZ.YRcabXlaU\.cRm/dicWiRQaU\/SXQQi .  

³The KRUaQ _ MeaQiQg iQ Whe CambUidge EQgliVh DicWiRQaU\.´ DLFWLRQaU\.CaPbULGJH.OUJ , 

ZZZ.dicWiRQaU\.cambUidge.RUg/dicWiRQaU\/eQgliVh/kRUaQ .  

UQiWed NaWiRQV SecXUiW\ CRXQcil. ³Middle EaVW _ UQiWed NaWiRQV SecXUiW\ 

CRXQcil.´ WZZ.UQ.OUJ , ZZZ.XQ.RUg/VecXUiW\cRXQcil/cRQWeQW/UeSeUWRiUe/middle-eaVW.  

Welle (ZZZ.dZ.cRm), DeXWVche. ³CRQVeTXeQceV Rf 1979 HRVWage CUiViV SWill IQflXeQciQg 

US-IUaQ RelaWiRQV _ DW _ 04.11.2009.´ DW.COM, 

ZZZ.dZ.cRm/eQ/cRQVeTXeQceV-Rf-1979-hRVWage-cUiViV-VWill-iQflXeQciQg-XV-iUaQ-UelaWiRQV/a-48

59884 .  

³Wh\ IV TheUe a WaU iQ S\Uia?´ BBC NeZV, 25 Feb. 2019, 

ZZZ.bbc.cRm/QeZV/ZRUld-middle-eaVW-35806229 .  

 

 
Research Report _ Page 23 Rf 23 

 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents
http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/shah
http://www.medium.com/@binati.sheth/the-iran-saudi-arabia-proxy-conflict-the-middle-eastern-cold-war-thats-being-fought-for-islamic-703ee9c747b4
http://www.medium.com/@binati.sheth/the-iran-saudi-arabia-proxy-conflict-the-middle-eastern-cold-war-thats-being-fought-for-islamic-703ee9c747b4
http://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/Shiite
http://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/Sunni
http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/koran
http://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/repertoire/middle-east
http://www.dw.com/en/consequences-of-1979-hostage-crisis-still-influencing-us-iran-relations/a-4859884
http://www.dw.com/en/consequences-of-1979-hostage-crisis-still-influencing-us-iran-relations/a-4859884
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35806229

