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IQWURdXcWiRQ 

Borders are poliWical boXndaries. The\ alloZ for a separaWion beWZeen goYernmenWs           

as a goYernmenW can onl\ enforce laZs ZiWhin iWs borders. ThroXghoXW hisWor\ borders             

changed freqXenWl\. Toda\ some borders conWinXe Wo shifW and disagreemenWs aboXW Whe            

e[acW locaWion of cerWain borders haYe resXlWed in dangeroXs Wensions beWZeen coXnWries.            

These Wense siWXaWions can ofWen mean Whe border area becomes more dangeroXs and             

border crossings become risk\ leading Wo Whe YiolaWion of hXman righWs, sXch as Whe righW Wo                

food and shelWer. Borders also heaYil\ impacW WraYel and migraWion and WhaW's Zh\ man\              

affecWed b\ Whe conflicWs in border crossings are refXgees and immigranWs. There are cases              

Zhere coXnWries Zork WogeWher in order Wo creaWe a XniWed fronW Wo preYenW crime, or Whe\ haYe                 

similar ZealWh and poliWical s\sWems WhaW Zorking WogeWher is simpl\ easier for all parWies              

inYolYed. SXch an e[ample can be seen ZiWh Whe Schengen AgreemenW. This agreemenW Zas              

made beWZeen 27 EXropean coXnWries and creaWed an open border polic\ beWZeen all             

coXnWries parWicipaWing in Whe agreemenW. The EXropean agreemenW alloZed for closer           

cooperaWion beWZeen coXnWries in preYenWing and fighWing Werrorism and crime. On Whe oWher             

hand, Where are e[Wreme cases sXch as Whe Korean DemiliWari]ed Zone, Whe border beWZeen              

NorWh and SoXWh Korea. IW is a 4-kilomeWer-Zide border ZiWh barbed Zire fences, land mines               

and armed gXards proWecWing Whis border. DXe Wo Whe facW Whe hXman righWs YiolaWions aW               

borders are ofWen seen as smaller issXes, Whe\ are ofWen oYerlooked alloZing for Whe              

YiolaWions Wo conWinXe ZiWhoXW conseqXence bXW more imporWanWl\, ZiWhoXW change. 

GeQeUaO OYeUYieZ 

LacN Rf adeTXaWe heaOWh caUe 

Since Whe US goYernmenW feels WhaW Woo man\ immigranWs in Whe USA Zill risk job               

opporWXniWies for Americans Where is a loW of Wension aW Whe border beWZeen Me[ico and Whe                

USA. People from SoXWh America ofWen Wr\ Wo go Wo Whe US in hopes for a beWWer life ZiWh more                    
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opporWXniWies, bXW US presidenW Donald TrXmp has sWaWed he is read\ Wo deWain and deporW               

man\ people, Zhich caXses deWenWion cenWers Wo be oYerpopXlaWed. IW is said WhaW Where are               

oYer 400,000 people a \ear in deWenWion cenWers. The HXman RighWs WaWch (HRW) has              

looked inWo deWainees¶ deaWhs and iW is ofWen shoZn WhaW Whe medical sWaff is XnqXalified and                

XndersWaffed. ReqXesWs for care Zere repeaWedl\ refXsed, ignored or dela\ed. Man\           

deWainees died from Yer\ WreaWable diseases. A case Zas foXnd Zhere a Zoman aWWempWed Wo               

commiW sXicide, and Where Zas no help proYided oWher Whan being giYen some medicaWion and               

being pXW in soliWar\ confinemenW Zhere she Zas XnsXperYised. LaWer WhaW da\ she commiWWed              

sXicide, simpl\ becaXse no one Zas Where Wo help her, and she Zas alone.  

PURWecWiQg UeVRXUceV 

Borders are also creaWed in order Wo proWecW Whe resoXrces aYailable in a cerWain              

geographical locaWion. The SoXWh China Sea has been an issXe WhaW creaWed Wension beWZeen              

BrXnei, China, TaiZan, Mala\sia, Whe Philippines and VieWnam for qXiWe some Wime noZ. The              

SoXWh China sea offers a perfecW Wrading roXWe for all Whese coXnWries as iW cXrrenWl\ carries 3                 

Wrillion dollars in Wrade per \ear. IW is also belieYed WhaW Where are hXge oil and gas reserYes                  

l\ing beneaWh Whe sea.  

BRUdeU DiVSXWeV 

The biggesW reason behind Whe YiolaWion of hXman righWs aW border crossings is             

dispXWes oYer land. There are man\ e[amples Zhen iW comes Wo Whis one, sXch as Israel and                 

PalesWine or Vene]Xela and Colombia or NorWh and SoXWh Korea. In Israel and PalesWine              

Where is a resWricWion of moYemenW beWZeen Israel and Whe Ga]a sWrip alWhoXgh Where has               

neYer been an official agreemenW of Whe border in WhaW area. µIsraeli forces sWaWioned on Whe                

Israeli side of Whe fences separaWing Ga]a and Israel responded Wo demonsWraWions for             

PalesWinian righWs on Whe Ga]a side ZiWh e[cessiYe leWhal force. BeWZeen March 30 and              

NoYember 19, secXriW\ forces killed 189 PalesWinian demonsWraWors, inclXding 31 children and            

3 medical Zorkers, and ZoXnded more Whan 5,800 ZiWh liYe fire.¶ 

CRORQiaOiVP 

When BelgiXm ZiWhdreZ from CenWral Africa in 1961 WZo Wribes began fighWing oYer Whe              

land, Whe HXWXs and Whe TXWsis¶. The HXWXs When became ZhaW is noZ knoZn as RZanda Zhile                 

Whe TXWsis¶ became ZhaW is noZ knoZn as BXrXndi. The colonialism in Whis area resXlWs in a                 

major conflicW beWZeen Whe WZo parWies and Whe border in beWZeen Whe WZo became knoZn as                
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a Yer\ dangeroXs place. If one Zere Wo cross Whe border inWo Whe oWher, iW Zas common WhaW                  

Whe\ ZoXld be WorWXred and abXsed b\ Whe oWher coXnWr\.  

OXWcRPeV 

Man\ of Whese border Wensions haYe led Wo Whe deYelopmenW of places sXch as              

deWenWion cenWers aroXnd Whe border. In Whese areas Whe qXaliW\ of life Wends Wo be qXiWe loZ,                 

seeing kids sleeping on concreWe floors and eaWing minimal and XnhealWh\ food for monWhs aW               

a Wime is noW Xncommon. The healWh care in Whese deWenWion cenWers is addiWionall\              

inadeqXaWe, again YiolaWing hXman righWs. AnoWher possible oXWcome of border Wensions is a             

demiliWari]ed ]one sXch as Whe Korea DemiliWari]ed Zone, Zhich is onl\ accessible Wo NorWh              

Korea officials and Whe U.N. command. 

 

MajRU PaUWieV IQYROYed aQd TheiU VieZV 

UQiWed SWaWeV Rf APeUica (USA) 

The US border ZiWh Me[ico is home Wo man\ deWenWion cenWers ZiWh more Whan              

inadeqXaWe condiWions. DespiWe being a Yer\ knoZn issXe Whe US goYernmenW conWinXes Wo             

clearl\ disregard Whe imporWance and seYeriW\ of Whe hXman righWs YiolaWions in Whese cenWres.              

The\ claim Whe sacrifice has Wo be made if iW is ³for Whe beWWer´ of Wheir coXnWr\.  

Me[icR 

Being on Whe oWher side of Whe USA, Me[ico doesn¶W direcWl\ YiolaWe hXman righWs in               

Whis aspecW, bXW Whe\ end Xp doing so indirecWl\ b\ noW pXWWing sWronger safeW\ measXres aW Whe                 

border, alloZing ciWi]ens Wo aWWempW Wo go across Whe border and end Xp in deWenWion cenWers                

in Whe US. B\ solYing Whe rooW problems in SoXWh America, Where ZoXldn¶W be Whis big of an                  

issXe b\ Whe border. 

FURQWe[ 

The EXropean Border and CoasWgXard Agenc\, more commonl\ referred Wo as           

FronWe[, is an agenc\ of Whe EXropean Union. WiWh headqXarWers in WarsaZ, Poland Whe\              

coordinaWe border conWrol of Whe EXropean Schengen Area Zhich is comprised of Whe WZenW\              

si[ member sWaWes.  
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IVUaeO aQd PaOeVWiQe  

Along Whe WesW Bank Where are 455 ph\sical obsWrXcWions WhroXghoXW Whe roads along             

Whe WesW Bank, 47 being Israel Defense Forces checkpoinWs. The\ Zere iniWiall\ pXW in place               

WZenW\ \ears ago as a response Wo µspecific secXriW\ WhreaWs¶. Since When, an XlWerior pXrpose               

has come in place ZiWh Whese checkpoinWs as Whe\ µfaciliWaWe Whe safe passage of seWWlers on                

roads resWricWed Wo PalesWinians¶. B¶Tselem, an Israeli RighWs GroXp, called oXW Whis XlWerior             

inWeresW and Wherefore confirming WhaW Xnder inWernaWional laZ Whese roadblocks are illegal.            

The JXsWice MinisWr\ defended Whese roadblocks and said Whe\ preYenWed Whe deaWh of man\              

Israeli ciYilians. 

RZaQda aQd UgaQda 

As Wensions remain high beWZeen RZanda and Uganda, in recenW Wimes RZanda has             

decided Wo close Whe border beWZeen Whe WZo naWions dXe Wo secXriW\ and economic              

disagreemenWs. In 2010 Uganda had forcefXll\ senW oYer 1700 refXgees back Wo RZanda             

Zhich Whe direcWor of HXman RighWs WaWch¶s RefXgee Program responded Wo ZiWh ³Mass             

forcible reWXrn of refXgees and as\lXm seekers fXndamenWall\ YiolaWes Uganda¶s inWernaWional           

obligaWions. The Ugandan goYernmenW is sXpposed Wo proWecW people seeking as\lXm in            

Uganda, noW endanger Whem´. 

BXUXQdi aQd DePRcUaWic ReSXbOic Rf CRQgR (DRC) 

In BXrXndi, hXman righWs are consWanWl\ being YiolaWed dXe Wo poliWicall\ moWiYaWed            

aWWacks. DXring 2018 and 2019 Where Zere man\ isolaWed armed aWWacks aW borders beWZeen              

BXrXndi and DRC. AW leasW 26 people Zere killed in an aWWack in Ma\ of 2018 Zhich Zas                  

belieYed Wo be carried oXW b\ rebels based in DRC. 

 

UN iQYROYePeQW, ReOeYaQW ReVROXWiRQV, TUeaWieV aQd EYeQWV 

The UN has ZriWWen Whe µRecommended Principles and GXidelines aW InWernaWional 

Borders¶ in 2014. (appendi[ I). The SecXriW\ CoXnils CoXnWer Terrorism CommiWWee e[ecXWiYe 

DirecWoraWe (CTED) haYe also ZriWWen a facW sheeW aboXW border crossings ZiWh informaWion as 

Zell as possible rooW caXses. (appendi[ II) 

 

 
ReVeaUch ReSRUW _ Page 4 of 10 

 



 
 

EYaOXaWiRQ Rf PUeYiRXV AWWePSWV WR ReVROYe Whe IVVXe 

AlWhoXgh iW is a Zell ZriWWen docXmenW (appendi[ I) ZiWh good and realisWic ideas, iW               

didn¶W Zork oXW so Zell as iW Zas ZriWWen in 2014, and \eW Where are sWill man\ YiolaWions of                   

hXman righWs aW inWernaWional borders and noW mXch is being done aboXW iW. As Whe docXmenW                

Zas a gXideline raWher Whan a plan ZiWh acWionable solXWions, some naWions haYen¶W Waken iW as                

serioXsl\ as Whe\ shoXld. Possible solXWions shoXld enWail more acWions raWher Whan ideas and              

sXggesWions becaXse When iW giYes more defined Whings WhaW naWions can do Wo combaW Whis               

issXe. AlWhoXgh Whe facW sheeW has limiWed concreWe solXWions, iW giYes insighW Wo Whe rooW               

caXses Zhich can be Yer\ beneficial Zhen ZriWing fXWXre resolXWions.  

 

PRVVibOe SROXWiRQV 

IW is imporWanW Wo consider WhaW Whe folloZing sXggesWed solXWions are Whe larger main ideas.               

The\ serYe as gXidelines mosW likel\ needing Wo be adjXsWed based on Whe siWXaWion in a                

cerWain area.  

More fXnding for immigraWion jXdges. AlloZing for more fXnding for immigraWion jXdges Zill             

speed Xp Whe process of cases and Zill ensXre WhaW people don¶W haYe Wo spend monWhs in                 

deWenWion cenWers WhaW YiolaWe people¶s righWs eYer\ da\.  

More fXnding for medical sWaff. As Where are man\ people d\ing in Whese deWenWion cenWers               

dXe Wo XnqXalified medical sWaff, alloZing for more fXnding ensXres WhaW all medical sWaff are               

qXalified and capable of helping Whe people as eYer\one has Whe righW Wo adeqXaWe care, eYen                

Zhen being deWained.  

More fXnding for basic needs aW deWenWion cenWers. OfWenWimes deWenWion cenWers are            

oYercroZded and do noW proYide basic necessiWies for people. In man\ cases Zomen don¶W              

eYen receiYe feminine h\giene prodXcWs. There are also noW man\ opporWXniWies for oWhers Wo              

donaWe and help oXW as goYernmenWs do noW ZanW Wo encoXrage people ending Xp in Whese                

deWenWion cenWers, and alWhoXgh Whe main goal is Wo preYenW people from haYing Wo end Xp                

Where an\Za\s, someWhing shoXld be done Wo help Whose WhaW are sWXck Where.  

Passing legislaWion Wo ban Whe separaWion of families. IW has been proYen WhaW Whe separaWion of                

families aW borders caXses WraXma Wo Whe \oXnger kids. SeparaWing Whe families direcWl\             
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caXses harm Wo Whe kids. The UN righWs of Whe child has been in place Wo sWop Whis from                   

happening bXW some coXnWries like Whe US haYe \eW Wo implemenW Whis.  

If a famil\ has alread\ been separaWed, When Whe\ deserYe compensaWion, ZheWher iW be for               

Whe care of Whe child or Whe famil\. Finding Za\s Wo ensXre WhaW Whe compensaWion is Zell spenW                  

and fairl\ disWribXWed is also essenWial, ZheWher WhaW be b\ forming an organi]aWion ZiWhin Whe               

jXdicial s\sWem of a coXnWr\ or an NGO. 

Cease all plans sXch as Whe Remain in Me[ico plan. This plan presenWed b\ US congress                

YiolaWes as\lXm proYision and Whe ImmigraWion and NaWionaliW\ AcW as Zell as Whe US WreaW\               

obligaWions Wo proWecW refXgees. Man\ as\lXm seekers haYe been reWXrned Wo Me[ico. This             

plan Zas iniWiaWed Wo increase µefficienc\¶ bXW insWead creaWed disorder and has caXsed people              

Wo cross Whe border eYen more Xnsafe Za\s. This plan has also pXW people back inWo                

dangeroXs siWXaWions in Me[ico insWead of helping Whem.  

IniWiaWe border proWecWion programs. This alloZs for safer inWeracWion aW Whe border as Where is               

some sWrXcWXre. Finding a Za\ Wo ensXre WhaW Whese programs don¶W become corrXpWed b\ Whe               

goYernmenW is a ke\ sWep for Whese programs Wo Zork. 

ImplemenW more DemiliWari]ed Zones (like in NorWh and SoXWh Korea). AlWhoXgh noW Whe ideal              

solXWion as Wension is sWill presenW and Whe fXnding for WhaW coXld be Xsed WoZards someWhing                

more prodXcWiYe. BXW if coXnWries are incapable of creaWing WhaW peace beWZeen WhemselYes,             

haYing Whe inWerYenWion of Whe UN has proYen Wo Zork. 

Clarif\ing Whe difference from proWecWing hXman righWs and legal obligaWions. RescXe aW sea is              

a prime e[ample. The\ serYe Wo proWecW hXman righWs, more specificall\ Whe righW Wo life and                

freedom from bodil\ harm of Whose affecWed. Under Whe laZ RescXe aW sea helped              

shipZrecked persons hoZeYer, Whe imporWanW qXesWion of Zhere Wo bring Whese people for a              

place of safeW\ also mXsW be Waken inWo accoXnW.  

There can be mXlWiple reasons as Wo Zh\ man\ boaWs come across disWress aW sea and are                 

noW rescXed on Wime. This coXld be becaXse Whe boaWs are poorl\ eqXipped and are noW                

sXiWable for sXch a large nXmber of people or sXch long WraYel disWances. The migraWion               

roXWes haYe also become eYen more risk\ as Where are more and more conWrols and               

checkpoinWs. Finding a Za\ Wo mainWain check poinWs Zhile ensXring WhaW migraWion roXWes are              

as safe as possible is Yer\ crXcial Wo mainWaining hXman righWs aW borders.  
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In Whe long rXn, one of Whe besW solXWions ZoXld be solYing Whe conflicWs in Whe coXnWries WhaW                  

people are fleeing. The reason Where are so man\ people aW Whe borders and in deWenWion                

cenWers in Whe firsW place is becaXse people are fleeing Wheir coXnWries of origin for a beWWer life.  
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